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Conclusions 

Panel I: ‘Travelers’ in Cyprus: Experiences of students from Cyprus & Abroad   

1.Panelists suggested that social norms including religious attitudes, gender mentality in certain 
situations, and dancing as part of the popular culture seem to bring Cyprus closer to some of the 
countries represented in the Symposium such as Pakistan and Cameroon. A question that arises 
then is “are people in general more similar than they think they are?” 
 
2.One panelist’s experience showed how Cypriots themselves can become ‘travelers’ in their 
own country and in fact it would be beneficial to “revisit” Cyprus in an effort to re-explore who 
we truly are vis a vis who we think we are. 
 
3.According to the students on this panel, Cyprus has still a lot to do to improve the quality of 
tertiary education qualifications it offers to foreign students; at this stage it seems that 
overselling and overstating the existing education products causes a number of issues to the 
foreigners subscribing to the Cypriot tertiary education system. Eventually such 
misrepresentations can change the perspective of this long term ‘travelers’ on Cyprus 
 
4.During the discussion arising from this panel, Cypriots were described as people who are not 
well aware of their own reality and therefore cannot be aware of the global reality in general. In 
turn, it was suggested, they can come out as scared of what is different and consequently unfair 
and even racist towards foreigners.  The observation may hold less for Cypriots who have lived 
abroad or are well travelled.  

Panel II: Cypriots Abroad: Experiences of a humanitarian worker, a businessman, a student 
traveler and an individual traveler.   

5. One panelist demonstrated that traveling does and should include humanitarianism as 
one of its core values.  Participation in humanitarian missions is what we call witness travel 
and travelers in such situations, beyond their undeniable contribution as humanitarian 
workers, bear the responsibility of transferring their own experiences to the people back 
home.  The contribution of witness travel is one that makes us truly aware of the global 
challenges around and beyond us. 

6. The account given of a business endeavour abroad illustrated ways in which norms can be very 
different from country to country and may be due to religious, educational, social structures etc.  
The aim of such a traveler, short-term or long-term, is to build the necessary trust between 
himself or herself and the local people so that a communication bridge is firmly established. This 
will facilitate an effort for mutually understanding differences.  In some situations, such as the 
scenario presented of setting up a business making use of local resources, the effort may involve 
the development of relationships with local family members or members of the community. 

7. Traveling can be thematic and one of the many themes that offer a broad and well rounded 
outlook on the world is art. In particular, Architecture was described as a channel through which 
a traveler can explore not only the way a local culture develops but also understand people’s 
perceptions of space and their social role within. 
 
8. Freedom is a form of traveling and/or traveling is a form of freedom. A life in flux is the life of a 
long-term traveler. Not knowing where one will be tomorrow or what one will be doing a week 
from now can be essentially complete and absolute freedom.  A journey comes full circle when 



the traveler feels that it is time to share the experience with other people and in particular the 
people from home.   
 
9. The concept of one’s ‘home’ can be dynamic and transient; a traveler may or may not have a 
base and for some the art of traveling is the art of establishing bases as the route unfolds.  

Panel III: Overseas and Beyond: Experiences of a traveling activist, a traveling conservationist, 
a traveling volunteer & young Cypriots who experienced symbiosis abroad. 

10. Our identity can be shaped by our physical journey. Our principles and values can travel 
with us and can be adapted to fit into our new homes and new circumstances.  One example 
was presented where a life journey from S. Africa to Greece and then Cyprus, marked a 
corresponding transition in relation to the Cypriot identity as understood by the traveler 
herself.  Furthermore the notion of activism in S. Africa with apartheid as its reference point, 
traveled just as well and was adapted in Cyprus to focus on the role of women in society and 
the repercussions this role could have on the Cyprus problem. 
 

11.Our traveling can be shaped by our studies or the skills and interests that we acquire as 
we grow up.  One example was the journey inspired by a conservation programme in the 
jungle of Borneo. The traveler combined among other things her love for nature, studies in 
zoology and contribution as a volunteer to the work of local NGO’s.  Our journeys can be 
enriched if we let improvisation, humor and openness combine with a sense of responsibility 
and respect to the local cultures. 
 

12. One panelist demonstrated ways in which volunteerism can serve as a way to overcome 
barriers (financial, educational etc.) and travel. It is also a way to offer our services to those 
who may not only need them but will make the best of them.  Moreover volunteerism by 
definition can bring the traveler closer to the local people. 

13. Journeys can create spaces for free thinking.  Distance from the reality of home may help 
the traveler see things from a different angle or even rethink own experiences. Cypriot teens 
from the two main communities of the island have experienced a different way of 
approaching the political situation of a divided Cyprus by initiating dialogue while in the 
United States.  Being abroad breaks the continuum of stereotypes and mindsets while 
introducing new outlooks.  Is this not a good example of the notion of crossing from inter-
culturalism and into trans-culturalism breaking down boarders? 
 

Workshop I: Ways to Travel 

14. The ways of travel presented (e.g. Erasmus placements) are in essence ways of exchanging ideas 
and experiences. They are therefore worth spreading so as to inform the wider public and encourage 
participation. The powerpoint and handout from this presentation is available on our blog. 

Workshop II: Recording the experience 

15. Photography can serve as a way to reflect on traveling; whether landscape or portrait, it is what is 
making the memory of the journey. One young presenter put forward that our photos are the tips of 
the iceberg -that which comes to the surface of our submerged memory. Presentation is on our blog. 

16.Travel writing can be a means to crystalise our experience ranging from the daily details to the 
philosophical questions; through writing we may attempt to record what we see, hear, smell, taste 
and touch while traveling and in doing so we inevitably enter into the perspectives of others such as 
the people we are visiting. The outline of this workshop is posted on our blog. 


